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We have seen her smiling face around Chapel for
the last four years. Home for Elizabeth Somsen is
Cumming, Georgia, and when she arrived at UW in
the fall of 2017, she knew almost no one. Chapel
became her home away from home and she was
very active in Bible studies, music and AV, and
serving as a housefellow.  

Since graduating in December 2020, Elizabeth has
been busy.  Her degree in Genetics landed her a
research position on campus while she applied for
graduate school.  She was accepted at Emory

Meet Elizabeth, Fulbright Scholar

University in Atlanta, GA, and had planned on beginning her graduate program
this fall. Then an opportunity came knocking. While doing some research on
internships, Elizabeth was encouraged by a scientist who had been a Fulbright
Scholar to apply for a position. The prestigious Fulbright Scholarship is awarded
by the United States State Department to provide grants for overseas research. 
 This September, Elizabeth will be heading to Istanbul, Turkey to research
coral reef viruses. No kidding. For nine months, she will be helping to study
Mediterranean coral and why viruses affect some coral and not others. She will
join forces with other researchers in a cooperative effort. Elizabeth is looking
forward to learning the Turkish language, being involved in the community, and
doing some traveling during her time there. She will come home next June.  

Elizabeth is grateful for her time at Chapel. “Chapel is where I built my
community of friends. 



 

Over 20 students and Chapel members have
participated on the team this summer, and
many have joined the fun by cheering on the
team.  The fellowship and connections created
through this experience are priceless. One
player said, “I signed up to have fun and meet
more people. I didn’t know we would be good,
too!”

For the second time in the last four years, Chapel is partnering with Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary in the vicar program. We are blessed to have Joel Hopper
serving as our Vicar during the 2021-2022 school year. The vicar year is similar
to an internship during the third year of school for a Seminary student. Chapel
becomes his “classroom” for the year as he obtains practical experience serving a
congregation. 

Softball Fun

Welcome, Vicar Joel Hopper

Joel calls Waukesha, WI home and is happy to be serving in
Madison. Joel’s path to ministry has been unconventional
as he has pursued other careers. The different experiences
God has given position him to be a great spiritual mentor,
encourager, and advisor to the students. God bless your
service at Chapel, Joel! 

Elizabeth, cont...
I got to know some wonderful people and established lifelong connections. I feel
truly blessed and thankful to all of those who make the Chapel ministry possible.”
Thank you, Elizabeth, for all you contributed to our ministry! While you will be
missed, we are excited to see what God has planned for you.

The Chapel softball team has enjoyed playing in the Madison Rec League this
summer. With a team named The Pancake Batters and some cool t-shirts to go
along with it, the team has a chance to finish the season as league champs! 



Monday 8/30 -Thursday 9/2 Move-In Refreshments at Chapel

Thursday 9/2 - 6:30 - 8:30p New Student Night (food and mixer
activities)

Sunday 9/5 - 9:30a Student Welcome between services

Wednesday 9/8 - 6:00p/7:00p All Student Welcome BBQ, Opening
Wednesday Worship Service

Friday 9/10 6:00p Campfire in the Bilitz backyard

Monday 9/13 Eat Your Way Through Chapel – Food and tour of the
building

Activities to Begin the School Year
Chapel Outreach Coordinator Rachel Heyn has a full slate of kick-off activities
to begin the school year. We are looking forward to connecting with those
students returning to campus and those coming to Madison for the first time.
Students are the heart of the Chapel ministry. Thanks to the many donors and
members who support the ministry, we are able to provide these exciting
opportunities in the first two weeks of September:



220 W Gilman St

Madison, WI 53703

Your prayers and
support keep the
ministry going. 

Thank you!

The celebration of 100 years of Lutheran Campus Ministry in Madison is fast
approaching. Our COVID-delayed celebration will be held on September 19,
2021, in our morning services. Opportunities for fellowship and food will
follow each service. Please see the invitation in this mailing for more details. 
 We would love to see you there!
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