
We got used to adjusting our plans over the past year, didn’t we? Contingencies
were necessary because no one knew exactly what each day and week might
bring.  Our ministry at Chapel was no exception. Reflecting on the last 12
months, I am overwhelmed by the blessings God has showered on our Chapel
ministry. We have been blessed to hold in-person worship services every Sunday
since June. Students have continued to come to the building to worship, grab a
takeout meal, study, and spend time with one another. One student said to me
recently, “I don’t know what I would have done if Chapel had not been open. It
was my oasis in the desert of a strange year.” Another student said, “I
appreciated Chapel before the pandemic, but I realize even more what a
blessing it is to have a place for my faith to grow and where I can be with
other students.” While some events have been changed, this constant remains:
we strive to be a place on campus where students can grow in their love for God
and enjoy the friendship of others. If the pandemic teaches us to develop a
deeper appreciation for the unique blessings God has provided, then we will
have learned again the truth of these words:

Unique Blessings by Pastor Jon Bilitz

“The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.”  
 Psalm 126:3

When undergraduate years conclude, some students continue their education. 
 Others find jobs in the area.  Still others come to Madison from other colleges
and universities.  They form a unique group.  They are no longer traditional
students, but they long for an opportunity to connect with others who are in
similar life situations.  
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Our celebration of the 100th anniversary of
Lutheran Campus Ministry is set.  Since
postponing it last fall, we are planning to hold
services of praise to God on Sunday, September
19th, 2021.  More details will be provided in the
next few months as we monitor the health
protocols.  Stay tuned this summer for a new
video series on the history of campus ministry
in Madison. Pastor Chris Royce (Chapel's vicar
from 2018-2019) wrote his master's thesis on the
100-year history of Lutheran campus ministry in
Madison and at the Chapel; this will be adapted
into a series of short videos, narrated by Pastor
Royce and created by Rich Freese.
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A small group of recent college graduates and graduate students started meeting
in 2017 to study a book by C.S. Lewis. Since then, God has poured out many
blessings through fellowship and studies of his Word including Romans, John,
and 1 Samuel. The group is currently studying topics in Christian community and
fellowship.  Our Young Professionals meet weekly for Bible study and in most
months, they hold a social event.  

Campus Ministry 100

Young Professionals – cont.

They find strength in the Word of God and in each
other. The group continues to expand, and all are
welcome to join. Bible study is on Thursday evenings
from 6:30 until about 8 in the Fellowship Hall at
Chapel and available via Zoom as well.  Praise be to
God for this vital ministry! For more information on
this ministry, email Rachel at rachelh@wlchapel.org.



Winter Retreat. Since then, she continues to be such a blessing to the ministry
by using her many gifts to serve in numerous roles, including social media
coordinator, AV crew member, musician, welcome desk volunteer, and devotion
writer. Delaney will also serve as a housefellow next year. 

Her Love For Jesus
Chances are you can find Delaney Slattery
at the Chapel multiple times throughout
the week. While busy finishing up her final
semester at UW as an undergraduate, she’s
been an active part of Chapel’s ministry
since she transferred to Madison last year.
She began by serving as a Sunday school
coordinator and attending Triple Dollar
Dinners, and she especially connected to
other students during Chapel's 2020

Delaney is always looking for ways to live out
her faith through her many talents. One way she
will be doing that this summer, is through an
internship in the Dominican Republic with a
missions organization called Project Mañana.
During her time there she will be assisting with
worship, flipping houses, and performing
administrative duties for the organization. 

From her love for Jesus and others to all the ways she serves here and
elsewhere, Delaney is truly a blessing, and we are so glad she is a part of our
Chapel family. If you see her, be sure to thank her for all the ways she gives of
herself for the ministry and most importantly, for her Savior.

Chapel has been more than just a student center to her, though. It’s her
“absolute favorite place on campus,” and it has provided her a place of
encouragement and spiritual comfort. She says, “Chapel was the place I made
the majority of my friendships that have lasted. These friends are not only ready
for a good time any time, but they also challenge me to grow in my faith and
pray with me.”
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We are so grateful that we were able
to hold our annual Winter Retreat in
early March this year! Though this year
it was not a “getaway”, we still had a
blast at Chapel diving deep into God‘s
Word together. Over 30 students
participated in the Friday game night
and the Saturday Bible study and trip
to the Arboretum. The games allowed
students to connect with each other as
they collaborated at one of six-game
stations. During the Bible study, we
looked at the Old Testament book of
Esther and were reminded that God is
active in our lives. 

2021 Winter Retreat

God blessed us with a wonderful 
weekend together!


