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TAKING CHRIST'S LIGHT TO CAMPUS

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

Growing Together In Christ

Our gratitude is running deep and we are praising Jesus! Today, we are reaching out to tell you
about some of the blessings that have been shared with Chapel during this pandemic. One of
our greatest blessings is YOU! Your support (prayers, volunteering, financial gifts, and more)
has kept the ministry going throughout these ever-changing times.
We know that in the midst of change it can be hard to see all that is happening around us. As
we reflect back on this past 18+ months of a pandemic, we are grateful. We saw faith being
strengthened. We saw Jesus work miracles. We saw the Chapel community come together to
ensure that the mission of “To Know Jesus Christ and Make Him Known on Campus” continued
every single day.
For those who reside in Madison, you may have stopped in to the Chapel building to see these
blessings in person. For those who reside outside of Madison, you might have logged in to a
Bible study group or a Sunday service. Whether or not we saw you, we know that you were with
us. You lifted us up in prayer and continued to show up with many blessings. Thank you for
continuing to believe in our ministry even when you couldn’t see all that was happening.

BLESSINGS CAME IN MANY

Student Engagement
We know that young people can be flexible and nimble in times of change. Our Chapel students
were no exception. Within days of the stay-at-home orders becoming public, students,
housefellows and staff started to plan for ways to continue engagement. Supporting each other
remained a priority just as it was pre-pandemic.
One of the favorite activities among students this past year was virtual baking. Housefellow
Elizabeth Somsen led the baking instruction via Zoom. Registered students were able to stop in
to Chapel to pick up all the ingredients so they were ready to bake! Recipes made include apple
pie, pumpkin muffins, Christmas cookies, and lemon muffins.
Housefellows and staff held many in-person and virtual opportunities, whether they were social
events, worship services (in-person and live stream) or meals (with a to-go option). Many inperson events were held outside to ensure safety was monitored for all students. Students got
the chance to go ice skating at Tenney park, participatein an on-campus scavenger hunt, and
enjoy a volleyball grill out at James Madison Park.

September 2021 has brought us back to an
open campus! This means the full return to
students studying at Chapel. Throughout the
2020-2021 school year we had limited hours
in the building to allow for cleaning and sanitization to occur. This 2021 school year is blessing
us with a full return of hours for students to access Chapel's space. We are back to a bustling
Fellowship Hall and the study rooms are booked!

FORMS THIS PAST YEAR

International Ministry
Since March 14, 2020 the Eagle Heights Community Center (EHCC) has been closed to
programming. This location was the site for two levels of daily (M-F) English as a Second
Language (ESL) Classes. Lacking the convenient venue for the international population at Eagle
Heights/University Houses we continued to offer what we could: Zoom ESL Discussions, ESL
Bible studies, and Conversation Partners.
This fall God blessed us with a new volunteer, Nancy Roebke, who is offering a variety of inperson opportunities on Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings that range from English
discussion groups to downtown walking tours where individuals practice English conversation.
Tammy Paschke’s ESL Bible study is on Tuesday mornings. Bill and Faith Krug continue with a
variety of ESL offerings, in-person and on Zoom. Carol Trapp’s Zoom ESL Discussions on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings include internationals living in the Madison area from home
countries of Armenia, China, Colombia, Ecuador, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Taiwan, Uzbekistan, as well as former ESL students joining the class virtually from
Brazil, China, Korea, and Turkey. We are thankful for the ongoing and new volunteers from area
churches, as well as Chapel’s members and students!
Additionally, in late September a young man from China walked into the Chapel. He had become
a Christian and expressed a desire to be baptized. After a discussion with Pastor, he was
baptized in Chapel later that week! The power of God’s Word accomplishes amazing things!

Virtual and In-Person Worship
Prior to the pandemic, Sunday sermons were being recorded and shared through social media.
As we transitioned to a virtual space in March 2020, a small team of committed volunteers,
staff, and Pastor Bilitz continued to spread the word of Jesus on Sunday mornings. Throughout
the pandemic, we heard from many families and alumni that they chose to tune into Chapel
worship while their home churches worked to transition to virtual services. Thank you for
watching. We will continue to stream services on Sundays and Wednesdays through our website
and on Facebook. We encourage you to continue joining virtually or in-person!
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A Year of Celebration
WELS Campus Ministry here in Madison celebrated its 100th anniversary during the 2020-21
school year.

Our anniversary service on September 19, 2021, was attended in-person and

virtually by over 350 worshippers.

A special thanks to Pastor Chris Royce (Chapel vicar

2018-19) for creating a 5-part series, A Century of WELS Campus Ministry in Madison, WI, to
help us celebrate. One of our ministry goals is to raise $1,000,000 in gifts and pledges to
retire our remaining building debt. To date, we have been blessed with commitments of over
$732,000. To God be the glory.

You can view the series online at wlchapel.org/im-new/about-us/history

