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TAKING CHRIST'S LIGHT TO CAMPUS
Growing Together In Christ

Our Ever-Present Help

by Pastor Jon Bilitz

Remember when COVID began and we felt like our sense of normal was being thrown out the window? I
recall wondering, “How long?” and feeling anxious about what would happen next. What a blessing to turn
to Jesus! He invites us to give him our grief and our worries, and invites our prayers. Jesus is the only
source of peace in troubled times. He is “our refuge and strength, our ever-present help in trouble.”
(Psalm 46:1) God’s plan and purpose will always succeed, and we are a part of that plan. I know you have
felt the tests of the past six months.
At Wisconsin Lutheran Chapel and Student Center, we are poised to continue through this challenge as
we navigate the fall semester for our students. We hear the struggles and frustrations from so many
students and are seeking meaningful ways to connect with students and connect students to Jesus. House
fellows and staff have been preparing throughout the summer to create new ways to support students.
While many students have returned to campus and the greater Madison community, we know this doesn't
mean return to normal activities. While new challenges will present themselves, we stand ready to serve.
Thanks to your prayers and support, our Chapel is holding worship services and our Student Center is
open. The faith in Jesus that unites us will continue to sustain us and God’s Word will continue to be
our guiding light. We know that the Chapel motto holds more importance today than ever before: “To
Know Jesus Christ and Make Him Known on Campus”.

Celebration of 100 years of Lutheran Campus Ministry has been postponed.
We will keep you updated as more information becomes available.

Continuing the Mission During COVID
VIRTUAL SERVICE

INCOMING FRESHMAN

Since 2012, Chapel has been offering
virtual attendance for Wednesday
and Sunday services. On March 15,
2020 all services were offered virtual
only. Attendance averages 150
worshipers.

Within the first weeks of school, we already
have been connected to over 60 new
students planning to join the ranks of
Madison area colleges this fall.

GRADUATING SENIORS
Over 50 active Chapel seniors were
honored with degrees from our
esteemed universities. These Chapel
alum will continue to serve their
church communities wherever they
go.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Even with the Chapel doors closed,
members and alumni continued to serve
their communities and home towns
through volunteer projects.

Connections become virtual

As a campus ministry our focus has been to create opportunities for Christian

fellowship, gaining new friends, and knowing more about Jesus’ love. For years,
our "many opportunities" meant opening the doors to Chapel as often as we
could. We created a physical space where students could connect and engage in
meaningful ways including game nights, meals, snacks and an unlimited supply
of coffee and conversations. This physical space created a fellowship that we
often hear is treasured by many alums.
With the closing of our physical doors and your continued support, we were able to continue this
engagement virtually. More members and students engaged in online services, bible studies were created
through Zoom, and connections with students were created on social media. Recently we launched Friendly
Face Friday! Check out the Chapel Facebook page or Instagram account (@wlchapel) and see who is
featured each week!

Meet the Chapel Housefellows
Last school year, we had eight wonderful young women serve as
Chapel housefellows. They took an active part in the ministry, using
their time and talents to give to their fellow students and our
congregation members. They modeled Christian love in the ways
they reached out to others and gave selflessly of themselves. We
are so appreciative for all the time they gave, welcoming visitors at
the front desk, planning fun events for students to participate in,
ensuring the security of the building, and all the other ways they
served.

Find out more about

This year, we have eight young men who have taken on the role of

this year's

housefellow. Although they have just begun, they have already demonstrated

Housefellows by

excellent leadership, a welcoming spirit, and a willingness to help wherever

visiting
www.wlchapel.org

it is needed. We are looking forward to another great year with our
housefellows. If you see one of them around, be sure to thank them for the
many ways they serve and contribute to Chapel’s ministry.

Prayers and support keep us going
As we all continue to navigate this worldly situation, we graciously turn to you with two requests. During
this school year, would you consider keeping our students and staff in your prayers? New freshmen are
forging a new path and returning students are adjusting to a different outlook on their curriculum.
We have been blessed that members, alumni, and parents have continued to share their financial blessings
with Chapel. If you are able, would you also consider a financial gift towards the Chapel? The building
doors will be opened but we also know that a continued focus on outreach will be vital to supporting the
students on campus and in the community. Your support will ensure that the work can continue.

